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compromised with him in the " Hun about Said" Darn-ley promised whatever they wished, and a courier was sent to Murray to advise him of the plot which was in preparation, and to suggest that he hold himself in readiness to return to Scotland as soon as he should hear of its consummation. This point settled, they made Darn-ley sign a statement to the effect that he was the promoter and leader of the undertaking.
The other assassins were the Earl of Morton, the Earl of Ruthven, George Douglas, the bastard of Angus, Lindsay and Andrew Carew. The rest were soldiers, veritable murdering machines, who did not even know what they were wanted for. Darnley reserved the right to fix the time.
Two days after that on-which the arrangements were completed, Darnley having been notified that the Queen was alone with Rizzio, undertook to satisfy himself as to the degree of favor with which the minister was honored by her. Consequently he tried to enter her apartment by a private door of which he always had the key upon Mm: but he turned the key in the lock to no purpose, the door would not open. Then Darnley knocked, giving his name: but his wife had come to hold him in such utter contempt that she left him standing outside, although, even if she had been alone with Rizzio, she would have had ample time to send him away. Darnley, angered beyond endurance, by this last stroke, sent for" Morton, Ruthven, Lennox, Lindsay and Douglas, and fixed the day after the morrow for the murder.
They had arranged all the details, and allotted the parts which each was to play in the bloody drama, when suddenly, and just when they least expected it, the door opened, and Mary Stuart appeared upon the threshold.
" My Lords," she said, " it is useless for you to hold voi iv.-a,